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Downtown Planning Continues

What is Marshalvision for our
downtown in 20207

In 2007, MnDOT plans a renovation of wEncourage public and government facilities
Highway 59 through the heart of downtown such as city hall, the post office, the adult
Marshall. Planning is underway now to make community center to remain in the central
infrastructure decisions that will impact the  business district.
Central Business District for years to come.
wAdditional parking, whether surface parking
The construction project provides the oppor- or a future ramp, must be created to service
tunity to replace downtows’aging infrastruc- long-term development, and should be multi-
ture, including water mains and sanitary use whenever possible.
sewers.The downtowrs electrical service will
also be buried underground, beginning with wAnchoring the downtown with a large retail
the south side of main street in 2006. anchor and a future hotel/meeting facility
would positively impact consumer traffic for
Business and building owners have been  existing retail businesses throughout the
meeting with representatives of the City and community
Marshall Municipal Utililities since last
summer to outline the scope of work to be  wThere is positive support for the
performed and to develop design concepts development of up-scale brownstone housing
that will be utilized during the process. and other downtown housing options should
be added as appropriate.
In FebruaryDahlgren, Shardow and Uban, the
City's design consultants presented three WA downtown image should be created
preliminary design plans for community through the use of arches, banners, lighting,
reaction. Since that time, business and flowers and greenspaces.
building owners, along with Marshall consum-
ers have been able to view the plans and  Futher discussion has also occured on how to
weigh in on those that would be most benefi- identify criteria for deciding where public
cial to Marshalls long-term business success buildings should be located in the future.

The Downtown Leadershifeam has All are important considerations, and thought
continued to build consensus by identifying Provoking ones as welldditional meetings
the “Essential Elements” of a downtown plan Will occur with MnDOT soon to begin to

that would have the most impact on the finalize their highway construction plans. Cost
downtown business community estimates need to be completed to determine

the affordability of various proposals, and to
The elements identified were: begin to identify how development could
wThe Schwan Food Company should be ~ Proceed in the project area.

encouraged to keep its corporate and

executive offices in the downtown, andto  Visitwww.marshall-mn.org for updates and
expand them there. additional information.
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Transportation issues move forward

Commercial air moves closgpeed limits will raise,
Minnesota Moves under consideration

Several transportation issues of Coming Soon....
interest to the Marshall area are Commercial Flights?
continuing to generate discussion at
various levels of government. Hese’
an update.

If successful, the project would offer
regional residents air service options,
create a number of new jobs, and
According to Gary Schmidt, a member gtjmylate additional economic
of theAirport Commission, Marshall development for the community and
continues to move closer to receiving region.
L the green light for commercial air
gpeed limits up o service.A letter of support from Minnesota Moves

epresentative Marty Seifert indicates NorthwestAirlines is expected to be : ,
that the Minnesota Department of  recejved as early as next week, with th jrea Representatives Seifert and

' ‘T\/Iagnus continue to solicit input

Transportation will raise the speed i ,
limits on several Marshall area high- concerning how Highway 23 should be

ways, most likely by Memorial Day “. .Connecting Marshal| reconstructed, if the Minnesota Moves
bill is successful Authored by

Highways 23, 19, and 212 are all likely to Interstate 90 Wlth a Magnus, HF 1590/SF 1712 seems to be

to be included. . e

four lane provides the emerging as the most realistic
Seifert has long been an advocate for : opportunlty_ to pass long-term .
raising the speed limits from 55 mph to beSt Opportunlty for thetransportatlon funding at the Capitol

. . . this session. While in Marshall on
60 mph, authoring a successful House physiness community to .
bill in 2004. The Senate companion bill y March 11, Governor Tim Pawlenty

failed at that time. Now it appears that access additional indicated that he opposes a fuel tax
increase, but says that he will not

MnDOT will use its administrative ; )
authority to raise the limits, based in markets, and aISO OﬁGf&tand in the way of Minnesotans
part on the ease with which Seifert’ the best chance of Vetingonan increase as part of a

) constitutional amendment, a key part of
enhancmg Marshall’ the Minnesota Moves legislation.

Only major highways with adequate osition as a reaional )
shoulders able to meet additional p g The Board of Directors of the Marshall

MnDOT engineering standards will be business center Area Chamber of Commerce has
eligible for the increase. endorsed the bill, after surveying

MACC members and studying
next step to apply to theiA for competing bills extensivelyhe

Transportation bill likely funding for the project. Chamber has also conveyed to

The United States House of Represen- _ _ Magnus and Seifert that connecting
tatives passed a federal transportation Ne Marshall City Council agreed to |, ‘14 o' nterstate 90 with a four
bill that could ultimately lead to a 40% Move foryvargl towa_rds securing a Sma”lane provides the best opportunity for
increase in Minnesotafederal CommunityAir Service Grant program. o ) <ineeo community to access
transportation funding. Under the bill, If awarded, the program could provide  qii0na1 markets, and also offers the
Minnesota would receive $3.45 billion & grantof $500,000 and $650,000 which .t hance of enhancing Marstsll

bill sailed through the House.

over the next six years. Congressmancould be used to offset airfares, position as a regional business center
Collin Petersors ofice has reported ~ guarantee revenue, or market the
MNDOT Highway 23 4-Lane widening Southwest Minnesota State University

project. The bill now moves over to The City would be required to provide ,y seyeral smaller companies have
the United States Senate and then on New facilities, including asepard® o ingicated support for the
to the Conference Committee. Pros- building, a fire and rescue building and i
. . ~Marshall/I-90 project.
pects appear to be good that a trans- fire equipment. Costs would be split
portation package will be passed this 95/5 between f_ederal and local funding More than 40 local chambers of
year although ebrts failed during the Sourcesﬁlxdpalrklnkg)} lot for adeUt 275 ommerce statewide have also
last session. cars would aiso be required. endorsed Minnesota Moves.



Chamber Commissions
Retail TadeAnalysis

The MarshalArea Chamber of Com-
merce is excited to be working with the
Minnesota Extension Service to
complete a retail trade analysis of
Marshall and on County

Every community needs to know the
facts about its retail health. The
Extension Service will provide us with
an historical overview of our retail
industry by sectgras well as comparing
our community to others of similar size
across the state. This will give us the
opportunity to realistically assess the
strengths and weaknesses of our
market.

With the opening of our new Supéfal-
Mart onApril 13, and the additional

Attend Upcoming
BusinessAfter Hours

We are pleased to announce our upcoming Business

After Hours hosts for 2004-2005! Mark your calendars

now and take advantage of these great networking evevasthfor updated
information about each event in our Chamber Perspectives & FAXsF

If your business would like to host a BAH event, contact Cami for details!

April 2005 - Fabrics Plus
May 2005 - Avera Marshall Regional Medical Center
June 2005 - Coldwell Banker / Affinity Hills
July 2005 - Century 21
July 2005 - Davis Typewriter
August 2005 - Van der Hagen, Skogrand & Associates
September 2005 - Lockwood Motors

October 2005 - SEI, SMHC, ARC & SWCIL

Interested in hosting BAH? Call Cami at 532-4484!

traffic it can generate, along with the
potential impact of future highway

renovation projects, this data will allow
existing retailers to discover new
opportunities. Eventualljt may also
assist in recruiting new businesses
needed to expand Marshaltrade area.

The trend analysis will be developed
using information from the Minnesota
Department of Revenue sales tax
reports, population data from the US
Census, and income data obtained fron
the Bureau of Economi&nalysis. The
analysis is based on work by Professor
Ken Sone, one oAmericas leading
authorities on retail trade.

Once we have received the data, the
MarshallArea Chamber of Commerce
will host a workshop to present the
information to our business community
and to help interpret the information.

Regional Exension Educator David
Nelson will be leading the workshop
and working with the Chamber to insure
that we deliver meaningful information
that businesses can use. The Blandin
Foundation has assisted in underwriting
the cost of this programiVe are
grateful for their support.

Watch for more information about this
exciting project.

Dates
set for

SOS
2005!

The dates have been set and planning is now
underway for Sounds of Summer 2005!
Join us from August 25 through 28 for another
great festival with music, a parade and just plain
fun in the sun!

Get involved in Sounds of Summenould you like to be involved in
helping to plan Sounds of Summer 2005? Planning is just beginning, ahd
we are looking for volunteers to help with event planning, sponsor
recruitment and other SOS activities. Call the Chamber at 532-4484 tq

volunteer your services.

Watch our SOS web page at
wwwmarshallsoundsofsummeromfor updates as
more information becomes available.




April Business Briefs

New Marshall Dollar ~ ¢ominginJune... Small Cities Grant funds
$50s havérrived Constant faining to still available
The MarshalArea Chamber of offer Skill Development There are still Small Cities Grant funds
Commerce recently added a $50 gift By popular demand, MACC is bringing available for businesses located in the
certificate to the Marshall Dollar back Joe Constance from Constant  Central Business District. Funds can
program.At the request of numerous Training. Joe has presented seminars be used for a variety of allowable
customers and businesses, the for MACC during 2003 and 2004, with  renovations, including structural
Chamber has added this option to the a great response. Mark your calendarsdeficiencies, electrical problems and
existing $1, $5, $10 & $20 gift certifi- for June 29 and reserve the date for  accessibility modifications. Business
cate program. this fun, fast-paced and informative owners interested in participating in
seminar Watch for more details in this program should contact Jill
Marshall Dollars is a Chamber upcoming Chamber Perspectives. Houseman atVestern Community
sponsored gift certificate program that Action, 537-1416 to learn how your
helps to promote local spending. The The EXpOft Process: business can benefit from this

current gift certificates are printed on ) ] program. Business owners who have
blue check paper and available for Introduction to EXpOftIngnot previously participated in this

purchase from the Marsh&tea The Minnesota Trade Office will host a 9rant can do so until March 3As of
Chamber of Commerce office at 317 seminar on the exporting process in April 1, the program may be opened to
West Main $eet during our regular Marshall ompril 20 from 8AM until businesses who previously received
business hours. Noon. funding from this program.

Certificates can be personalized by the the seminar is for businesses either  Chamber Board
Chamberand make greatincentives,  consjdering exporting or new to the

safe}y rewarc_irsh, and bor|1us$hs for o exporting processTopics will include Declines to Endorse $1
employees. They are also the periect assessing export readiness to finding Cjgarette 3x Increase
gift for that hard-to-shop for person.  he right market for your product or 9
service to arranging shipping and
ensuring payment. Economic develop-
ment professionals and small business

Following a presentation by Blue
Cross Blue Shield explaining a
proposed $1 cigarette tax increase, the

The dollar certificates may be re-
deemed, dollar for dollaat any

chamber member business. Thereis ,qvisors who want a better under-  MACC Board of Directors declined to
no cost for Chamber member busi- standing of the export trade and the ;récjgrsseﬂt]he propos?ﬁccqrdmg to
nesses to participate in this program— gohal economy are also invited to 4 b € prgrzosc;? axincrease |
it is a benefit of membership in the attend. The seminar will be held at the V' or < o US€d to decrease severa
MarshallArea Chamber of Commerce. v\cA. Registration is $45 if pre- health care taxes on small businesses,
Marshall Dollar Decals are available registered or $65 at the doand however the Bc_)ard felt that there was
for Chamber members. includes materials and a light breakfast "0t ENnough evidence that the cuts

) . would actually benefit small busi-

] For more information, contact Matthew

If you have any questions about the  aAppott at 1-800-657-3858 or nesses.
Marshall Dollars program, please matthewabbott@state.mn.ugo
contact the Chamber of 532-4484 0r  (agister contact Gloria Henck at Crazy Days Date set for
email us athamber@starpoint.net mto.edu@state.mn.us July 21

This yeats Crazy Days date has been
set forThursdayJuly 21. Downtown

VlSlt Our Web Slte at Streets will close beginning at4M,

and reopen at 6 PMiVatch for futher

www.marshall-mn.org ==

Your community business information souce!



April Business Briefs

Free Credit Reports for Downtown Businesses MACC Neilert Program

Minnesotans Consider Joint BillboardThe Marshalhrea Chamber of Com-

Mi bl .. merce Neflert System was designed
Innesota consumers are now able to Ajye rtising to notify Chamber member businesses
obtain free annual copies of their credit

The Downtown Council is discussing a @bout situations involving checks

reports.As of March 1, 2005, the three | .~ ~ - : ;
mgjor credit reporting agencies — joint billboard advertising campaign to Written on (_:Iosed accounts, forged _
Equifax, TransUnion and Experian— _ Capitalize onincreased traffic in the newchecks, quick change artists operating

must provide the reports, which are SuperWaI—M_art area. Busine;ses are in our area, counterfeit money or stolen
summaries of a consumefinancial currently being asked to crc])n3|der their checks.

T - interest in participating. This initiative
situation and history would kickpoff effgrts t?y downtown If your business has information about
TheAttorney Generak Ofice encour  etail: service and commercial establishany of the above activities by a
ages consumers to obtain and review fnents to develop_a cpmprehenswe cu;tome,rplease contact the Marshall
copy of their credit report at least one marketing campaign in response to thePolice Department at (507) 5377000
time per year Many credit reports planned 2007 street construction They will assist you with the reporting
contain errors and inaccuracies which pCrrc])Jec;. PI(:fgsefcontaTmm;ny at t.he process.

Dot amber office for more information, or

2%i?ﬁﬁcr;?yeaﬁgitisgs::t\éagi%::;yu?; eﬁo indicate your interest in participat- Upc_m notification from the I\_/Iarshall
has become a victim of identity theft, N9 Police Department that a situation has

fthe f . ; i developed, the Chamber attempts to
erfeﬁc; e fastest growing crimes in distribute information via email and fax

alert systems as quickly as possible.
This service is strictly voluntary and is

Legislative Conference

Qﬂg:ﬁ;iggys may be obtained inthe ~ 11 Continue done for the protection of our member
Log on to: Want to learn more about what is businesses.
www.AnnualCreditReport.com happening at the Legislature? Plan to : .

Call. 1-877-302-8298 attend Legislative Conference every If you would like to receive the alerts

via email or fax or if you would like to

be moved to the email system for
access to faster distribution, please
contact the Chamber at (507) 532-4484.

Write: Annual Credit Report Service, Other week during the session. Each

PO Box 10581Atlanta, GA, 30348-5281  call starts at 7:38M, and lasts
approximately 30 minutes. oY'll receive

In order to obtain a credit report, an update on business issues at the
consumers will need to provide their ~ Capitol from Minnesota Chamber of
full name, current addreSS, social Commerce |0bbyiStS, and still have t|meN eWAm bassadors
security numberdate of birth and past t0 ask questions of interest. There is Needed

address if a consumer has moved in the0 charge to attend, and the coffee is _ . _
last two years. black! Watch your Friday &X for Would you enjoy meeting new busi-
reminders. nesses and learning more about what

they do? Interested in promoting your
business by creating a network of
goodwill? Consider joining the
Chamber's\mbassadorsTheAmbas-
sadors meet twice a month, on the first
and thirdThursday at 1:00AM to

award First Dollar and Progress
Awards. Callthe Chamber at 532-4484
to indicate your interest.



Business After Hol

Twice as Much Fun!

Wherley Moving & S torage

Monday, April 4
5:30to 7 PM
901 E. Southview Drive

Mark down MondayApril 4" on your calendars &¥herley Moving and ®rage hosts
Businesd\fter Hours. Please join Bill, Scott and the rest of thd aathey welcome
members of our business community to their facility at 901 E. Southview Dr
This is an excellent opportunity to visit with them about the moving industry and
what Wherley can do for you. Don’t miss this BAH event, as refreshments, snacks,
and social interaction will provide an enjoyable end to your always-hectic Monday

Fabrics Plus

Monday, April 25
5:30to 7 PM
307 West Main S treet

Join Fabrics Plus as they celebrate their 20th anniverary in business and one year at their new locatior]
in the heart of Marshai’'Downtown. Fabrics Plus is one of the premier quilt shops in Greater Minnesota,
and is a destination for quilters from across the MigstV Even if you have never picked up a needle,
plan to join us oipril 25 to learn more about this innovative shés always, BAH is a great way to
network with other Marshall businesses, and learn more abouswWiagipening in the local business community
Refreshments will be served.

This event is free and open to all MACC Members, their employees and guests. Please plan to attend!

Mark your calendars now.....
May'’s Business After Hours will be hosted by

Avera Marshall Regional Medic

Monday, May 23, 2005

Al C




Marshall Area
Chamber of

Commerce
The Chamber serves 430
members and has been helping
the Marshall area prosper since 1930.

Marshall Area
Chamber of Commerce
317 West Main Street,
Box 352B
Marshall, MN 56258
Phone: 507-532-4484
Fax: 507-532-4485 chamber@starpoint.ne
www.marshall-mn.org

2004/2005
Board of Directors

Officers
Deb Boulton, ChdjiBH Electronics
MaJda Pogatchnik, Past Chair |
First Independent Bank,
Town & Counfgency
James Carr The Carr Companies
Steve Strautz\|Vilson O'Brien Realtors

Demystify the Conciliation

Court Process
Wednesday, March 30 from 8 to 10 AM

The workshop will be held at the Law Enforcement
Center, and will be facilitated by Sheriff Joel Dahl,
Court Administrator Karen Bierman, and Lois
Henkel from the Credit Bureau.

If your business can benefit from a better understanding of the
“small claims” process, this is the workshop for you. This

workshop is FREE and is sponsored by MACC.

Register by calling or emailing the Chamber office.

Dick Slieter |ndividual Member

Directors

John Bornhoft Bornhoft Concrete
Mark Buss|Bremer Bank
Mike Foley Ecowater Systems
Gordon CrowThe Schwan Food Company
Bob KaufmahMinehart, McKee & Associates
Tim Ludewigl Minnwest Bank
Dave Lukkarineh Archer Daniels Midland
Vince PellegrinpSMSU
Tom Ries| Hy¥e
Brandon Ulstadl Dental Health Center
Shana Zahrbock ACMC

Chamber Staff
Tracy VeglahhPresident and CEO
Cami RosenboomnProject Manager
TammyAlmich| Membership Services

The Chamber Perspectives is published twelve
times each year by the Marshall Area Chamber
Commerce as a service to our members. Corr-
ments and contributions are welcome. Pleas¢
call us with corrections or additions to our mailing
list.

Mid-Session
Legislative Update

Saturday, April 9 at 10 AM
Marshall Municipal Utilities

Interested in learning first hand wisdtappening at the Capitol?
Join MACC as we host area legislators and learn more
about the issues moving forward in St. Paul.
Rep. Marty Seifert and Sen. Dennis Frederickson have confirmed their
attendance, and other area legislators have been invited to attend

This event is free and open to the public. Plan to attend!




